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When ABC arranged an
interview with Jules Power,
the man who produced
“How Life Begins,” I wasn't
quite sure what kind of a
person he might be. I'd nev-

er met a reproduction expert|™

before.

Instead of a 90-year-old
professor, Power turned out
to be ashort, lively chap in
his 40s with a ready sense
of humor who is up to his
chin in projects designed to
entertain and educate. For
the past seven years he has
been executive producer of
“Discovery” as well as
ABC's diector of children's|
programming — although it!
may come as a surprise to
parents that there IS such
a job in TV anymore. |

“Television has made a
disappointing showing in the
children's field,” he admit-
ted. “The networks can be
blamed but the producers
of the shows are also at
fault for not being more en-
tertaining when handling cd’l
ucational material. On the
‘Discovery' series I remind|
myself constantly there's a
cartoon on the opposite
channel that's full of action,
animals and adventure. The
youngsters can flip the dial
very easily.

|

ABOUT SIX million view-|
ers DON'T flip the dial on
“Discovery” every Sunday,
according to the ratings.
When Power's nighttime|
family special “How Life|
Begins,” was first shown this|
year it was seen on 37 per
cent of all sets in use, |

“Suddenly I found a show
of mine rated number seven
in the Top Ten, up there
with Ed Sullivan and Lucil-
le Ball! For a guy who pro-
duces educational programs,|
that was quite a thrill,” said
Power. “I felt like the edi-
tor of an obscure poetry|
magazine who discovers he|
has mmd Playboy in cir-
culation.”

Five years ago Power pro-\
duced a half-hour “Discov-
ery” program on reproduc-
tion titled “The Day Life|
Begins.” The response was|
so great he followed it with!
a book, Last year the 3-M|
Company came to him with|
the suggestion he turn it|
into a TV special and gave|
him a free hand to de\elnpw
it.

l
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“AT FIRST I wondered if|
it should be done at all, and
then I wondered HOW we
should do it,” admitted|
Power. “There were no
ground rules because a TV
documentary on birth and
reproduction had never been
done.”

Part of the success of the
program was due to the pho-|
tographs made by Lenart|
Nilsson, a Swedish rcponer|
and photographer, that|
showed the development of
a human baby from a 30-day
embryo to a 6-month-old
fetus. A few of the photos|
had been published in Life|
Magazine and others had
been sold to the NET net-|
work on & non- exclunlvt'
basis for their program “The|
Beginning of Life.”” At no|
time was it suggested !Iw:
subjects were alive but it|
was never told how the
photos were taken, Power
said:

SIMILAR WORK has been
done in other countries but
none of it compares to Nils-
son's. Each of the photo.
graphs was of an abortedl
birth. Nilsson had an ar|
rangement with Stockholm|
hospitals who advised him
in advance and all pictures
were taken seconds after the
operation, I looked through
hundreds to select the ones|
we used. All of them were|
trimmed and rephotogr”
phed against a background
suggesting a moonless, mid-
night sky with an occasion-
al star”

“It took courage on the
part of ABC to do this
show,” said Power. “I knew

|
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On Committee

Dick Fitzgerald, manager
of the Redondo Beach
Chamber of Commerce, was
appointed to the Public Re.
lations Committee of the
American Chamber of Com
merce Executives today at
the organization's 54th an-
nual conference in Portland,
Oregon,
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By TERRENCE O’FLAHERTY

what 1 was d
neiwork had t

tirely on my taste and judg-

ment."”
ABC's con
well placed.
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which heretofore had been
kept from scrutiny by any-
one, other than bureaucratic

of government unto them-
selves.
It was felt by many per-

the state legislature adopted

. officials. sons with the pasage of the
' the Ralph M. Brown Act > . years, that perhaps these

W some years ago, amended it, Ever since the act was youernment officials might

oing but the 2nd subsequencly adopted adopted, ways and means have learned a lesson, the
o depend en- other measures involving have been sought by public lesson being that the gov

fidence was

on maters of

the public's right to know,
it was with the firm inten-
tion of letting the public in

bodies to continue the past-
time of conducting public
business in private, thereby
retaining the management

ernment belongs to the peo-
ple of California, and its
conduct should be a matter

government for the people to know.

HOWEVER, lessons coma
hard, and the pressure still
is on to keep the pecple
from knowing about some of
the conduct of their own
government, as evidenced in
an opinion handed down by
Attorney General Thomas C
Lynch for Albert C. Beeson,
director of the State Depart-
ment of Industrial Relations

Beeson asks “Is there any

way, without amending the
Ralph M. Brown Act that our
conciliators can advise pub

~ Anti-Secrecy Act Has New Loophole

By HENRY C, MacARTHUR

and that such negotiations
have reached a point where-

lic bodies that they may dis
cuss or negotiate in private

in a conciliator

rather than in a public hear- * T

ing”” “WE CONCLUDE
The attorney general re- under such

plies: “We assume that such

negotiations or

are to be conducted by at
least a quorum of the board

discuss<ion

M. Brown Act.”
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Does Total Discount Save You Money?
Mrs. Flynn of Glendale says it does
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*In a recent interview with Dennis Bracken
of KNX, Mrs, Flynn of Glendale also stated,
“] like Alpha Beta Meats. | think they're
very good . . . Very, very good.
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Redondo: 1080 §. Pacific Coasl Mwy
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has inter-
vened as authorized by law.,

circumstances,
public bodies may discuss or
negotiate in private, without
an amendment to the Ralph




